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Wednesday, October 28, 2015 

11:00  a.m. Registration  Opens ~ Salon A    

  1:00  p.m. Welcoming Remarks  ~ Salon A 

 Beverly Newman, MJJA Board President 

 Honorable Kenneth Hayden, 26th Judicial Circuit  
 

 MJJA Cave Run and Plunge Report     

 Jim Wallis, MJJA Board Member and Development Team Co-Chair  

 2:00 p.m. Plenary:  A Survivor’s Story ~ Salon A 
 

 3:00 p.m.   Refreshment Break ~ Salon A 
 

 3:15 p.m. WORKSHOP CHOICES: 

 Fun With Life Skills Programming ~ Parasol II 

 Youth Mental Health First Aid - Part I ~ Room 63 

  Case Law Update ~ Room 74/75 

  High Risk Offenders and the Internet:  Supervision Options ~ Room 62 

  Drugs Trends in Missouri  ~ Room 64 

 

 5:00 p.m. President's Reception  ~ Parasol I 
 

 7:00 p.m. Bill Ladwig - Music Express DJs ~ Parasol I/II 

Thursday, October 29, 2015 
 

 

 7:30 a.m. Breakfast  ~ Salon A 

 8:15 a.m. Morning Welcome  ~  Salon A 

 Beverly Newman, MJJA Board President 
 

 8:30 a.m. Plenary:  Neuropathology of Abusive Head Trauma:  Forensic Pathology Viewpoint ~ Salon A 

10:00 a.m.  Beverage Break  ~ Salon A 

10:15 a.m. WORKSHOP CHOICES: 

 Communicating with Teens ~ Parasol II 

 Youth Mental Health First Aid - Part II ~ Room 63 

 Street Gang Awareness 101 - Part I ~ Room 74/75 

 Understanding and Utilizing the Custody Diversion Protocol ~ Room 62 

 Restorative Justice and Restorative Discipline Practices - Part I ~ Room 64 
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Thursday, October 29, 2015 

12:00 p.m.  Lunch  ~ Salon A 

  Andrew Jackson Higgins Excellence in Juvenile Justice Award  

   Beverly Newman, MJJA Board President 

  Chief Justice Patricia Breckenridge, Supreme Court of Missouri 

   Laura Higgins Tyler, daughter of the late Andrew Jackson Higgins    

  Honorable James Welsh, Missouri Court of Appeals - Western District 

 

  1:30 p.m.     WORKSHOP CHOICES: 

  Effective Management and Supervision ~ Parasol II 

  Youth Mental Health First Aid - Part III ~ Room 63 

  Street Gang Awareness 101 - Part II ~ Room 74/75 

  Restorative Justice and Restorative Discipline Practices - Part II ~ Room 64 

  Sudden Infant Death:  What Law Enforcement Professionals Need to Know ~ Room 62 

 

  3:15 p.m.    Refreshment Break  ~ Salon A 

 

  3:30 p.m. Plenary:  SOAR…  Being all that you can be! ~ Salon A 

 

 4:30 p.m. MJJA Raffle  ~ Salon A   

 

Friday, October 30, 2015 

 

  8:00 a.m. Breakfast ~ Salon A 

  8:30 a.m. Plenary -  Beyond Repair:  From Dealing Dope to Dealing Hope ~ Salon A 

  9:30 a.m. Break on Own 

  9:45 a.m. WORKSHOP CHOICES 

  Youth Mental Health First Aid - Part IV ~ Room 63 

  Shifting from Relapse Prevention to Recovery Enhancement ~ Parasol II 

  How to Handle Difficult Situations with Staff ~ Room 62 

  Juveniles with Problem Sexual Behavior and SB 341: Children’s Division Procedures ~ Room 74/ 75 

 11:30 a.m. Conference Adjourns 
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WEDNESDAY - OCTOBER 28, 2015 

PLENARY:  A Survivor’s Story  

Christine McDonald is a survivor of human trafficking after being recruited as a minor child.  On the streets at age 

15, Christine fell through the cracks in the system.  She will share her long journey from nearly two decades of 

homelessness, street-corner prostitution, crack addiction and many stints in jail to her present life of total 

blindness, motherhood, and happiness.  She will make you laugh and move you to tears as she engages you on her 

journey of life experiences. 

Faculty: Christine McDonald, Founder of Christine’s Vision and Program Director of Restoration House of 

Greater Kansas City 

WORKSHOPS: 

FUN WITH LIFE SKILLS PROGRAMMING 

This training is designed for staff working in residential and group settings.  In a residential/group setting staff 

have an opportunity to teach valuable life skills that adolescents need to be successful in daily life.  Turning the 

learning experience into a fun event increases participation and dramatically improves the potential for sustained 

impact.  Keith will include training on group facilitation skills to increase the comfort level of working with groups 

of teens.  This training is a participatory experience, because if participants are not learning and having fun, then 

Keith is doing it wrong! 

Faculty:   Keith Neuber, M.S., President and Lead Trainer, I.K.A.N. Presentations  

YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID - Four Parts 

Youth Mental Health First Aid is designed to teach parents, family members, caregivers, teachers, school staff, 

peers, neighbors, health and human services workers, and other caring citizens how to help an adolescent (age 12-

18) who is experiencing a mental health or addictions challenge or is in crisis. Youth Mental Health First Aid is 

primarily designed for adults who regularly interact with young people. The course introduces common mental 

health challenges for youth, reviews typical adolescent development, and teaches a 5-step action plan for how to 

help young people in both crisis and non-crisis situations. Topics covered include anxiety, depression, substance 

use, disorders in which psychosis may occur, disruptive behavior disorders (including AD/HD), and eating 

disorders. 

Faculty:   Jean Sokora, LMSW, CCDP-D, MSAPA, School Teams Liaison, Preferred Family Healthcare 

CASE LAW UPDATE 

This session will give attendees an overview of the year’s most significant cases impacting juvenile law practice 

and offer discussion of recent development in statutory and case law and the impact upon practice by Juvenile 

Officer, Children’s Division workers and attorneys. 

Faculty:   Ellen Haynes, Managing Attorney, Division of Legal Services -Department of Social Services 
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WEDNESDAY - OCTOBER 28, 2015 

HIGH RISK OFFENDERS AND THE INTERNET: SUPERVISION OPTIONS 

Today, more than ever before, technology has infused itself in our lives.   If the past decade is an indicator, 

technology will completely transform our lives over the next 20 years.  Access to contraband is instantaneous, 

resulting in the banning of technology use often viewed as an appealing solution. Not only is this approach 

extremely difficult to implement, the outcome of doing so may only compound the challenges associated  with 

reducing recidivism and mainstreaming offenders to become productive citizens.    

This workshop will discuss how supervision stakeholders can permit offenders to utilize technologies in a manner 

that is managed and controlled to achieve responsible use. The discussion will touch on existing case law, 

inappropriate and illegal online and offline conduct, and solutions that can be implemented to successfully manage 

computer/device and Internet use, while maintaining necessary privacy protections and achieving constructive and 

appropriate use. 

Faculty: Judy Hogoboom, Founder and President IPPC Technologies 
 

DRUG TRENDS IN MISSOURI 

Drug Trends in Missouri is a course designed to inform participants of the illicit substances in our society.   This 

Includes a brief history and origin of each substance and their physiological effects.  We will emphasize Heroin 

since it is quickly becoming our primary concern. 

Faculty: Sergeant Danielle Heil and Sergeant Daniel Banasik, Missouri State Highway Patrol 

 

THURSDAY - OCTOBER 29, 2015   

PLENARY:  Neuropathology of Abusive Head Trauma: Forensic Pathology Viewpoint 

Dr. Mary Case is a Professor of Pathology, and Co-Director of the Division of Forensic Pathology at  St. Louis 

University Health Sciences Center. She also serves as the Chief Medical Examiner for St. Louis, St. Charles, 

Jefferson and Franklin Counties. Her primary practice of medicine is forensic pathology, with a    special interest in 

the areas of children’s injuries and head trauma. Dr. Case will review the developmental and anatomical 

differences in the maturing brain and skull and how these differences affect injuries to the head as well as the 

classic forms of abusive head injuries. Further, in this plenary session you will learn to differentiate between 

accidental and inflicted biomechanical mechanisms of head injury to young children as well as recognize 

pathological findings in the retina of infants and children with abusive head injury and how these findings differ 

from retinal hemorrhages found in nontraumatic conditions. 

Faculty:  Dr. Mary Case, Professor of Pathology and Co-Director of the Division of Forensic Pathology- St. 

Louis University Health Sciences Center and Chief Medical Examiner for St. Louis, St. Charles, Jefferson and 

Franklin Counties 
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THURSDAY - OCTOBER 29, 2015   

WORKSHOPS: 

Communicating With Teens 

Description:  The old adage “Teenagers don’t want to talk, but they are always on the telephone,” has taken on 

new meaning with the evolution of social media.  Even with the modern hieroglyphics of “Twitter and Tweet” 

the definition of effective communication remains, Message Sent = Message Received.  This workshop focuses 

on the challenges of understanding the unique thought process of adolescents and reaching them with 

information to facilitate productive change.  The emphasis is on developing practical skills that will empower 

teens to express their ideas and issues and to have them positively respond views of the intervener. 

Faculty: Keith Neuber, M.S., President and Lead Trainer, I.K.A.N. Presentations 

Youth Mental Health First Aid - Part II and III 

Faculty:   Jean Sokora, LMSW, CCDP-D, MSAPA, School Teams Liaison, Preferred Family Healthcare 

Street Gang Awareness 101- Two Parts 

This workshop will be presented in two parts and will cover various aspects related to gangs and their activity. 

Through the use of animations, photos and topic-related videos designed to enhance the lecture portion of the 

training, attendees will be provided with general definitions of terms used to describe gang-related functions; a 

brief history of major national gangs; methods used by gangs to recruit new members and the risk factors 

associated with joining gangs. Further, attendees will learn of warning signs that may lead to gang involvement. 

Faculty:  Jeff Brownlee, Street Gang Awareness 101 Instructor, JLB Awareness Training 

Understanding and Utilizing the Custody Diversion Protocol 

Participants will be provided with the information and tools necessary to explain the Custody Diversion Protocol 

and how staff across multiple agencies can implement it appropriately. Participants will also understand what 

parties are involved/engaged throughout the Custody Diversion Protocol process and when it is appropriate to 

utilize the Voluntary Placement Agreement. 

 

Faculty:  Tanya Midgett, Program Development Specialist, Children’s Division,  Karen Stetina, Deputy 

Juvenile Officer, Supervisor Child Protection Unit,  23rd Judicial Circuit,  Melodie York, Chief of Children’s 

Community Operations, Missouri Department of Mental Health 
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THURSDAY - OCTOBER 29, 2015   

 

Restorative Justice and Restorative Discipline Practices  - Two Parts 

Recent U.S. Department of Education representatives admit that zero tolerance policies are hindering the 

education and development of our children.  Additionally, the use of exclusionary discipline practices have 

contributed to a rise in incarceration rates, specifically for minority youth.  These findings raise significant 

questions about the effectiveness of punitive measures for correcting misbehavior that occurs within schools and 

communities.  Alternatives to zero tolerance policies such as restorative justice emphasize the need to build, 

maintain, and repair relationships in order to create safe and healthy school and community environments.  As a 

model for helping to disrupt the school-to-prison pipeline, restorative justice practices utilize the resources of all 

who are impacted by crime and wrong-doing in a constructive, accountable, and positive way.  

This two part workshop will begin with an exploration of the foundations of a restorative justice philosophy in 

contrast with traditional, retributive models used within schools and the criminal justice system.  Participants 

will review data to increase awareness of the school-to-prison pipeline issue as well as findings that support the 

need to meet the social-emotional needs of today’s youth. 

The second part of this workshop will explore the continuum of restorative justice tools available to schools, law 

enforcement organizations, and those providing community support.  A brief summary of organizations utilizing 

restorative practices with success will be provided along with guidance on initial strategies for implementation. 

Faculty:   Derek J.Wall, Ph. D, Restorative Psychological Services 

 

Effective Management and Supervision 

This workshop is designed for individuals with supervisory/management responsibilities working in the juvenile 

justice system.  Practical principles will be presented to help managers understand human dynamics of the 

supervisor-supervisee relationship, develop a management strategy and enhance the work experience.  The 

enhancement of morale and motivation to achieve will be a principle emphasis.  Participants can expect to leave 

with tools and tactics that will have immediate impact in the workplace. 

Faculty:  Keith Neuber, M.S., President and Lead Trainer, I.K.A.N. Presentations 
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Sudden Infant Death:  What Law Enforcement Professionals Need to Know 

Every year in the state of Missouri, approximately 85-90 babies will succumb to sudden infant death.  

Law enforcement professionals play a critical role in assisting families and in providing information regarding the 

death scene to the Medical Examiner’s office.  This presentation will assist law enforcement personnel in 

distinguishing between facts and myths about SIDS and other sudden infant death.  The common demographic 

characteristics will be covered, in addition to research theories and risk reduction information.   Other topics to be 

presented include common characteristics of a typical SIDS/sudden infant death scenario, what to look for/

document during environmental assessment, death scene information as part of the medical examiner’s diagnostic 

process, and how to interact with grieving families and to obtain appropriate information from family members and 

other caregivers. 

Faculty:   Lori Behrens, Executive Director of SIDS Resources, Inc. 

 

PLENARY:  SOAR...Being all that you can be! 

Feeling down and a little under par?  Feeling a little insignificant?  Feeling unimportant?  It happens to us ALL!!  

B.J. Davis explores these ‘bumps’ in the road and defines strategies to get us all over the YUCKS!  So, if it’s time 

for a recharge….  This session is for YOU!!!....  This dynamic session through music, humor, and new perspectives, 

will empower attendees, change attitudes, and provide strategies to maximize potential!!!  S.O.A.R!!!....  

Scrutinize…  Optimize…  Aspire…  Realize…  Come on….  Let’s SOAR together! 

 Faculty:  B.J. Davis, Founder B.J. Davis Foundation 

 

FRIDAY -   OCTOBER 30, 2015 

PLENARY:  Beyond Repair: From Dealing Dope to Dealing Hope 

Sometimes it is difficult to see the victim hiding behind the walls they have put up to keep people out. This session 

is the life story of a child abuse victim who after decades finally came out on the other side. We will hear his 

history; explaining how early childhood abuse led to mental health struggles. Escape came through violence and 

substance abuse, which led to jails, prison and death.  

The unique aspect of this presentation is hearing from someone who has been on both sides. David will share the 

things that enabled his negative choices, encouraged his continued downward spiral as well as the things that have 

allowed him to thrive. How does someone with a GED from prison end up with 4 college degrees and a nonprofit 

dedicated to dealing hope and fostering dignity in those who struggle with substance use and mental health issues? 

Today, you will find out. 

Faculty:  David Stoecker, LCSW, RASAC II 
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WORKSHOPS: 

 

Youth Mental Health First Aid - Part IV 

Faculty:   Jean Sokora, LMSW, CCDP-D, MSAPA, School Teams Liaison, Preferred Family Healthcare 

 

Shifting from Relapse Prevention to Recovery Enhancement 

A look at the social and biological factors that lead to relapse and ways to set the populations we work with up to 

be successful by adding instead of taking things away from their lives. Then we will explore how simply changing 

the language we use improves outcomes. We will improve how we view the people we work with and enable them 

to begin seeing themselves in a new way as well, thanks to changing our language and our mindset.    

Faculty:   David Stoecker, LCSW, RASAC II 

How to Handle Difficult Situations with Staff  

 

While you know how to deal with difficult cases and clients, what do you do when the difficult person is on your 

staff? This session will explore how to communicate effectively with staff, how to handle unprofessional behaviors 

and address uncomfortable topics, and how to write performance evaluations to achieve the results you want. It will 

also provide suggestions for the hiring process and other HR-related topics. 
 

Faculty: Mary Epping, Court Administrator 13th Judicial Circuit, Cindy Garrett, Deputy Court Administrator 

13th Judicial Circuit 

Juveniles with Problem Sexual Behavior and SB 341: Children’s Division Procedures 

SB 341 which became effective August 28, 2015, provides that when  Children's Division receives a report 

concerning a juvenile with problem sexual behavior, the division shall immediately communicate the report to the 

appropriate local office, which will then use a family assessment and services approach to respond to the report.  

The term "juvenile with problem sexual behavior" refers to any person, under fourteen years of age, who has 

allegedly committed sexual abuse against another child. Children’s Division staff will discuss their procedures for 

responding to these non-caretaker reports. 

 

Faculty: Christy Collins, Unit Supervisor Children’s Division, Julie Donelon, President and CEO, Metropolitan 

Organization to Counter Sexual Assault (MOCSA) 
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