Jackson County's "Sentenced to the Arts Project" was recognized as MJJA's 2005 Excellence in Juvenile Court Programming Award at MJJA's Spring Educational Conference.  Begun in 1999, the City of Kansas City, MO was awarded a JAIBG Grant to develop programs in the juvenile justice arena to provide graduated sanctions for adjudicated youth offenders. Jackson County Prosecutor’s Office was entrusted with managing the "Sentenced to the Arts Project." This project was created to provide innovative art education and expressive therapy to adjudicated youth involved with Jackson County Family Court. This unique inter-governmental and private sector collaborative was integral to the successful implementation of the project.
The arts help redirect violent and delinquent tendencies through positive creative expression with therapeutic benefits and integrates the creative process with the healing process by exploring personal issues in a safe, creative and productive environment.
Program design develops collaboratively with input from artists, staff, youth and community partners. Programming began in the residential facilities and expanded to community based services. It also provides programs in area schools, especially alternative schools. Artists from Jackson County work with court staff in incorporating the arts into treatment. Youth have created murals, recorded music, created short documentaries, made masks, performed plays, written poetry and learned various dance forms. It has provided an opportunity for youth to express themselves in ways that really communicate how they perceive life.
Program outcomes for adjudicated youth are to:

•
Produce artwork in one or more art forms and share their talents with the community

•
Express their anger, rage and traumas in a socially accepted, creative manner

•
Exhibit an improved sense of self understanding and purpose

•
Be introduced to at least three community arts resources
At the beginning of the program participant youth had an average of 4 court referrals; however, at the end of the program, the participant youth averaged 1 court referral. This dramatic drop in court referrals was statistically significant coupled with the fact that the level of offense for serious crimes dropped from 85% to 50%.
Participant youth’s grade point average jumped from 1.17 at the beginning of the program to a significant difference of 2.14 at the end of the program.
This program has achieved such success that Clay County Juvenile Court has adopted this model and is in their second year of programming.
Mayor Protem of Kansas City, Alvin Brooks had this to say about the program: "Move Up, Sentenced to the Arts, and Jackson County Family Court brought together 75+ young artists to create 100 Points of Light murals at our offices to acknowledge the loss of life with the sole purpose of reducing the murder rate from 112 to less than 100 deaths. The number of Kansas City murders were reduced from 112 to 89. We credit Sentenced to the Arts Program and Jackson County Family Court with being an integral partner in this effort that dramatically reduced the murder rate by 21%.
For additional information about this program, please contact: Glenda Bainbridge Via email at: glenda.bainbridge@courts.mo.gov
